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·  The philosophy behind the restoration of NADA was to rebuild her to her 
former glory, when she would have been seen racing in the Solent with the 
latest rig under development by the in-effable Uffa Fox. Given a new lease of 
life; she continues her journey as the fusion between old and new: The design 
genius of a previous millennium; the best of today’s construction techniques 
and a rig and sail wardrobe that represents the thinking of tomorrow’s 
designers.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information or to find out more about owning NADA, or other classic 

six metres, please contact us 

 
 

Dockyard Drive, English Harbour, Antigua. 
Tel: +1 268 463 6359   Email: refit@woodstockboats.com 

 Web: www.woodstockboats.com
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·  The international Metre Rule was developed in 1907 as a rule to encourage 
the designing, building and racing of yachts from any country in the world 
that could then race each other boat for boat. It has undergone a few changes; 
NADA was designed to the second rule, L+1/4G+2d+� S-F   =6.     
       2.5 

She is now rigged to the third rule, L+2d+� S-F =6 
                                             2.37 

      Yachts are designed as to rate as 5.5, 6, 8, 10, 12, 19 or 23 metre yachts 

 
·  The International Six Metre is classed as either modern or classic; the latter 

being designed pre 1965. Currently there is a strong resurgence in the 
popularity of classic six metres - with active racing fleets increasing in size, 
both in the United States and Europe. The extra numbers being either restored 
yachts which were formerly inactive on the racing circuit or new boats built to 
original designs. 

 
·  William Fife III designed NADA in 1929; in 1930 She became build number 

782 at the famous Fife yard at Fairlie (Clyde), Scotland. William Fife’s ability 
to design and build the fastest six metres was already well established, and he 
later became known by his contemporaries as the father of the class. Charles 
Nicholson, whose six metres were repeatedly beaten by Fife’s, was once 
quoted “the six metre class should properly be called the Fife class”. The 
renowned metre yacht designer, Ian Howlett notes, of NADA, that “ The hull 
lines are really lovely - an exquisite shape.”  
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·  Historically significant , NADA has had an interesting life both on and off the 

race circuit. Launched in1930 as Dana for a Dane by the name of Valdemar 
Graae she soon became NADA and by 1932 was chosen to represent England 
in a team of four sixes to race against the American team that included the 
young designer Olin Stevens in his boat Nancy. In the 1930’s, Uffa Fox sailed 
her as his constant in the development of his modern rig configurations. 
Impressed with her seaworthiness he writes of six metres; “They will go to 
windward in heavy weather, for NADA in October 1932, left traders 
weatherbound in Dover and sailed the whole way to Newhaven to windward 
in 12 hours, passing three-masted schooners who were anchored under 
Dungeness, sheltering from the strong westerly wind”. His comments were 
most prophetic as she later cruised as far north as Scandinavia, returning to the 
English south coast via the Shetland Islands and Denmark.  

 
She spent time in Northern Ireland prior to being restored by Joe 
Loughborough in The Hamble in preparation for her trip to the West Indies in 
1984. She cruised the Leeward Islands between Antigua and the Grenadines 
and raced in the 1985 Antigua Sailing Week. She was subsequently stored 
ashore until Woodstock Boatbuilders re-started work in July of 2005. Launch 
was in early April 2006 in time for the Antigua Classic Yacht Regatta. 
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NADA re-rigged by Uffa Fox,  
showing the most advanced mast in the class. 
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·  The restoration Team consists of Woodstock Boatbuilders, an established 

firm based in English Harbour, Antigua for over 15 years. Andrew Robinson’s 
passion for this project provided the initial impetus required, a passion that is 
shared by some of the most experienced international metre class 
professionals today: 
 
Tim Street provided moral support and encouragement, giving important 
advice, as well as opening the door to the energy of the classic six metre 
world. 
 
Technical consultation and rig design is supplied by Ian Howlett, the long- 
standing Chairman of the technical committee of the International Six metre 
Association, (ISMA). 
 
The rig has been built by Andy Postle of AllSpars, Plymouth, England, who 
brings his experience in classic six metre rigging, restoration and racing to 
bear in the rigging details and design of the deck layout. 
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Sail development was driven by Robbie Doyle of Doyle Sails in conjunction 
with Ian Howlett, indeed, at times, Robbie seemed to be energising the whole 
project! The sail wardrobe is extensive; so as to have sails suitable for six 
metre races, CSA races and Classic yacht races. 
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Nada off the coast of Antigua during sea trials.        April 2006 
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·  Specifications:   

 
 

o Type: IRC six metre class. 
o Designer: William Fife III, 1929. 
o Builder: William Fife and Son, 1930 
o LOA: 36.0’ 
o Beam: 6.9’ 
o Draught: 4.5’ 
o Centre line: Locust/Angelique 
o Hull: Cedar/Mahogany 
o Deck: Marine Ply/Teak 
o Longitudinal members and deck beams: Douglas fir. 
o Framing: English white Oak. 
o Ballast: Lead 
o Mast: Tapered Howlett design alloy, built by AllSpars. 
o Boom: Alloy 
o Spinnaker pole: Carbon fibre 
o Kicker: Selden  
o Standing Rigging: SS Rod and Spectra. 
o Running Rigging: Spectra. 
o Deck hardware: Harken alloy racing series. 
o Sails: Doyle Marblehead, Twaron laminated D4’s, Heavy #1, Light #1, #2, 

Reacher, Blade, Twaron race main, Dacron delivery main, Asymmetrical 
and radial spinnakers. 

 
 

 
 
 

·  The goal is to have an active racing fleet of both restored originals and new 
builds based at the Antigua Yacht Club in English Harbour. Some owners will 
choose to transport their boats for the Mediterranean season, bringing them back 
to Antigua for the winter regatta season.  

 
·  Fractional ownership contracts can be provided as can the following services: 

 
o    Worldwide shipping in a 40’ container secured in a customised roll in/roll   

out cradle. 
o    Gardinage of the vessel for (off Island) owners. 
o    Delivery in race ready condition to race venues around the Caribbean. 
o    Match race charters through the Antigua Yacht Club Resort. 

    
 



 x

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dockyard Drive, English Harbour, Antigua. 
Tel: +1 268 463 6359   Email: refit@woodstockboats.com 

Web: www.woodstockboats.com 


